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AFDROUGHT 

SUBJECT: SECOND USG FY 75 SAHEL GRAIN ALLOCATION 

REE: A. DAKAR 2030 
B. STATE 076967 

FOR KELLY 

1. TWO PRINCIPAL ISSUES RAISED BY SERIES OF MESSAGES ARE (A) 

"BREATHING SPELL" IN MALI TO ALLOW OPAM MANAGEMENT TO HANDLE GRAIN 
PRESERVATION AND FUMIGATION PROGRAM; AND (B) USE OF COTONOU PORT 
FOR EARLY DELIVERIES TO GAO. AFTER CAREFUL STUDY VARIOUS FIELD 
MESSAGES AND FULL DISCUSSION REFTEL, DABELL OSRO CONCURS IN 
PROPOSED SHIPPING SCHEDULE AND USE OF GAO ROUTE. 

2. THE BREATHING SPELL ARGUMENT REFLECTS PRIMARILY THE CONCERN 
THAT INADEUATE ATTENTION TO THE PROBLEM OF GRAIN PRESERVATION 
WILL RESULT IN SUBSTANTIAL LOSSES, EOR WHICH INCREASED IMPORTS 
ARE NOT A SENSIBLE ALTERNATIVE. PART OF THE PROBLEM IS INADEQUATE 
CLEAN STORAGE SPACE. RECENT MESSAGES FROM BAMAKO AND ASSURANCES 
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FROM DAKAR AND ABIDJAN RE INFESTATION PROBLEMS IN THOS AREAS ARE 
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REASSURING. TOGETHER WITH REVERSAL IN UK POSITION RE USE OF 
CHERWELL SILOS (UK NOW AGRESS THEY ARE SUITABLE PROVIDING THEY ARE 
USED EOR LONGER TERM RATHER THAN IN AND OUT STORAGE), THE PICTURE 
IS SOMEWHAT BETTER. OSRO INTENDS PROVIDE 5000 TON CAPACITY CHER- 
WELLS, PROBABLY BY AIR EREIGHT, AND UK NOW INDICATES LIKELY BI- 
LATERAL SUPPLY EQUIVALENT QUANTITY. THEREEORE DABELL CONCLUDES 
THAT EARLIER SHIPPING SCHEDULE IS EEASIBLE, BUT THAT IT STILL 
IS ESSENTIAL TO KEEP MAXIMUM PRESSURE ON (AND PROVIDE ASSISTANCE 
TO) COM TO CARRY THROUGH GRAIN PRESERVATION PROGRAM. 

3. THERE STILL ARE RESERVATIONS IN OSRO ABOUT USE OF COTONOU ROUTE. 
LAST YEAR'S EXPERIENCE IS NOT REGARDED AS QUITE AS SUCCESSFUL 
AS INDICATED IN BAMAKO 1230, COSTS ARE HIGH, DIEFICULTIES 
ABOUND, AND THE EACT THAT PORT OP LAGOS NOW HAS ACTROCIOUS WAIT- 
ING PERIOD IS LIKELY TO PUT HEAVY LOAD ON COTONOU.HOWEVER 
NOTHING IS QUITE AS PERSUASIVE AS PRESH NEW REPORTS PROM THE PIPED, 
AND NONE SEEMS SURE ENOUGH OP THE SUPPLY/REQUIREMENTS SIT- 
UATION IN GAO TO STAND IN THE WAY OP ANY PRACTICAL EPPORT TO 
AVOID THE CHANCE OP A GAP IN SUPPLY. THE VIEW HERE IS THAT THERE 
IS CONSIDERABLE NEED EOR STRENGTHENING OF FACILITIES AND ARRANGE- 
MENTS IP SUBSTANTIAL QUANTITIES ARE TO BE MOVED VIA THIS ROUTE. 
THESE WILL BE DISCUSSED WITH KELLY.BEAUDRY 
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